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Description of the SLATE AutismTeaching Methods 

 
SLATE is an acronym for Structured Learning and Teaching Environments based on the teaching concepts 
and strategies specifically developed for children with autism by the late Dr. Eric Schopler, founder of the 
TEACCH Model at the University of N. Carolina, Chapel Hill. This is a very intense, “Hands-on” training 
with an emphasis on the application of the basic concepts that constitute the SLATE teaching model for 
effectively teaching children with autism at all levels of verbal and cognitive ability.  Participants will be 
taught basic concepts of the SLATE model under the supervision of four highly experienced autism teacher-
trainers. All participants will have various opportunities each of the four days to implement these strategies 
and concepts with the three students with autism who will be participating in this training.   
 

Overview of the various topics presented during the SLATE Training: 
 
A detailed presentation of the principles and components of the SLATE Classroom Model developed 
by Division TEACCH specifically for children with autism. 

  
Methodology for conducting classroom, teacher-based assessment and, with the data obtained from 
that assessment, formulating individualized goals and objectives for students with autism.   

  
Instruction in the development of structured and re-structured individualized teaching activities and 
work tasks. 

 
Methods for evaluating and developing higher levels of independence among children with autism. 

  
An in-depth review of the communication deficits of individuals with autism and the development of 
communication systems commensurate with the cognitive level of each student. 
 
In vivo demonstrations and discussions throughout the week of the Problem Solving Approach to 
managing challenging behaviors. 
  
OBJECTIVES  
At the conclusion of the training participants will be able to: 
   
  Describe and understand characteristics of autism;  
 Understand the relationship between assessment and structured teaching; 
 Prepare schedules, work systems, and work tasks that insure independence; 
 Significantly minimize the “guess work” when structuring for a new student;. 
 Develop assessment-based goals and objectives; 
 Effectively implement the principles of physical and visual structure; 
  Develop methods that can enhance communication for individuals with autism;  
  Develop individualized methods that promote independence for people with autism;  
  Develop effective behavior management strategies. 
 


